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services, or to establish service cen-
ters, including the repayment of any
outstanding debt on a loan made to
purchase property that has not been
used previously for supportive housing,
supportive services, or service centers;
and

(2) Pay a portion of the cost of reha-
bilitation of structures, including cost-
effective energy measures, selected by
the recipients to provide supportive
housing or supportive services or to es-
tablish service centers.

(b) If grant funds are proposed to be
used for acquisition or rehabilitation,
the applicant must demonstrate that
the costs associated with acquisition or
rehabilitation are less than the costs
associated with new construction.

§ 17.704 Grants for new construction.
(a) Use. VA will grant funds to recipi-

ents to pay a portion of the cost of new
construction, including cost-effective
energy measures and the cost of land
associated with that construction, for
use in the provision of supportive hous-
ing or supportive services, or for serv-
ice centers. If grant funds are proposed
to be used for new construction, the ap-
plicant must demonstrate that the
costs associated with new construction
are less than the costs associated with
rehabilitation of an existing building,
or that there is a lack of available ap-
propriate units that could be rehabili-
tated at a cost less than new construc-
tion. The applicant must also dem-
onstrate that new construction is less
costly than acquisition of an existing
building. For purposes of this cost com-
parison, costs associated with rehabili-
tation or new construction may in-
clude the cost of real property acquisi-
tion.

(b) Demolition plan. The cost of demo-
lition of a building cannot be included
in the cost of construction unless the
proposed construction is in the same
location as the building to be demol-
ished or unless the demolition is inex-
tricably linked to the design of the
construction project. If the applicant
believes that this cost may be included
in the cost of the construction project,
a demolition plan should be submitted
which includes the extent and cost of
existing site features to be removed,
stored, or relocated.

§ 17.705 Grants for procurement of
vans.

(a) Use. VA will grant funds to recipi-
ents to pay a portion of the cost of pro-
curing vans to provide transportation
for and support outreach to homeless
veterans.

(b) Insurance. Recipients of grants to
procure vans who are nonprofit entities
must insure vans to the same extent
they would insure a van bought with
their own funds.

(c) Amount. The estimated total costs
of purchasing the van may include the
purchase price, sales taxes, and title
and licensing fees.

§ 17.706 Matching requirements.

(a) General. The recipient must, from
sources other than grant funds received
under this part, match the funds pro-
vided by VA to cover the percentage of
the total cost of the acquisition, reha-
bilitation, construction or procure-
ment not funded by the grant. This
matching share shall constitute at
least 35 percent of the total cost.

(b) Maintenance of effort. State or
local government funds used in the
matching contribution are subject to
the maintenance of effort requirements
described at § 17.707(a) of this part.

§ 17.707 Limitations on use of assist-
ance.

(a) Maintenance of effort. No assist-
ance provided under this part may be
used to replace Federal, State or local
funds previously used, or designated for
use, to assist homeless veterans.

(b) Primarily religious organizations.
VA will provide assistance to a recipi-
ent that is a primarily religious orga-
nization if the organization agrees to
provide housing and supportive serv-
ices in a manner that is free from reli-
gious influences and the organization
complies with the following principles:

(1) It will not discriminate against
any employee or applicant for employ-
ment on the basis of religion and will
not limit employment or give pref-
erence in employment to persons on
the basis of religion;

(2) It will not discriminate against
any person applying for housing or sup-
portive services on the basis of religion
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